
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Stockholm Statement to the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development in Rio de Janeiro (Rio+20 Summit)  
  
Water is the bloodstream of the green economy. Water, energy, and food are interlinked and interdependent; 

securing them is central to alleviating poverty and to creating a climate resilient and robust green economy. 

Population growth, expanding cities and accelerating economic activity increase the demand for energy and food 

and create unsustainable pressure on our water and land resources. By 2030, in a business as usual scenario, 

humanity’s demand for water could outstrip supply by as much as 40 per cent. This would place water, energy 

and food security at risk, increase public health costs, constrain economic development, lead to social and 

geopolitical tensions and cause lasting environmental damage.  

 

The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro in June 2012 (Rio+20 Summit) 

provides an opportunity for global leadership to harness economic activity at all levels to create new and 

sustainable development and eradicate poverty. The foundation for a resource efficient green economy must be 

built upon water, energy and food security – and these issues must be addressed in an integrated, holistic manner 

that values the natural environment and recognises the carrying capacity of the planet. Action is critical at all 

levels to address inequities, especially for the ‘bottom billion’ who live in slums and impoverished rural areas 

and survive without access to safe drinking water, adequate sanitation, sufficient food and energy services. It is 

imperative to ensure that adequate water and sanitation services are available to the world’s population in 

accordance with the resolution of the UN General Assembly declaring these as a human right.  

 

Accordingly, over and above achieving the Millennium Development Goals, we call for a universal provisioning 

of safe drinking water, adequate sanitation and modern energy services by the year 2030.  

 

We call on local, municipal, and national governments and all major groups participating at the Rio+20 Summit 

to commit to achieving the following intervening targets by 2020:  

 20% increase in total food supply-chain efficiency; reduce losses and waste from field to fork 

 20% increase in water efficiency in agriculture; more nutrition and crop per drop 

 20% increase in water use efficiency in energy production; more kWh per drop 

 20% increase in the quantity of water reused  

 20% decrease in water pollution  

 

In addition, we strongly urge that the following outcomes feature prominently within the Rio+20 Summit’s 

thematic focus areas:  

 

i. Green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication 

o All governments commit to sufficient investments in safe drinking water and sanitation services 

and hygiene education for its people  

o The current measurements of economic performance are expanded and complemented by indicators 

on environmental and social sustainability 

o Economic and social incentives are created to promote water use efficiency and protect freshwater 

ecosystems 

 

ii. Creating an institutional framework for sustainable development 

o Commit to policy and institutional reforms that create an enabling environment for the coherent 

and integrated management of water, energy and food  

o Enact national legislation that guarantees access to water and sanitation for all and protect 

freshwater ecosystems  

o Create cross-cutting frameworks that bridge ministries and sectors, leading the way to water, 

energy and food security in a green economy 

 

The achievement of the aforementioned targets and outcomes would help the global leaders assembled at the 

Rio+20 Summit to deliver a new model of human and economic development and ensure a real impact on human 

well-being across the world.  
 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=62
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=63

